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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 43 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims recite the limitation "the coated surface" 
in lines 1-2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 21, 23-26, 28, 35-37, 39-42, 45 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Buchholz (U.S. Patent 6,260,906). Buchholz 
discloses [claim 21] a sealing strip for mounting on a vehicle frame structure (37 Fig. 6) 
and cooperating with a window pane (44) which can be pivoted between an open and a 
closed position, the sealing strip comprising: an elongated body having a substantially 
U-shaped cross-section (Fig. 6), defining a hollow space that receives a portion of the 
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window pane when the window pane is in the closed position (Fig. 8), and having a 
curvature that is dependent upon the frame structure (Fig. 1 ), said body further 
comprising first and second molded parts (18,21) that connect together to form the 
elongated body, wherein: (i) the first and second molded parts each have a substantially 
L- shaped cross section (Fig. 6), are molded separately from each other using a 
synthetic material (Col. 4 Lines 47-60), and each comprise a mounting portion (base 26) 
and a side portion (limbs 27,28) extending from the mounting portion in a first direction 
substantially perpendicular to the mounting portion (Col. 5 Lines 8-10); (ii) the mounting 
portions of the first and second molded parts overlap when the first and second molded 
parts are connected to one another (Fig. 6); (iii) the first molded part further comprises a 
projection (30,31 ) integrally formed with the mounting portion of the first molded part; 
(iv) the mounting portion of the second molded part has a cutout (32,33) formed therein 
for receiving the projection of the first molded part when the first and second molded 
parts are connected so that the projection engages the mounting portion of the second 
molded part and secures the first molded part to the second molded part; first and a 
second sealing elements (19,22), each of said sealing elements being attached to an 
end of the side portion of the respective first and second molded parts and each being 
formed from an elastomer (Col. 4 Lines 45-47); and first and a second sealing lips 
(42,43), each of said lips being disposed on an end of the respective first and second 
sealing elements, wherein the first and second sealing lips abut opposite sides of the 
window pane when the window pane pivots into the closed position (Fig. 1 1 ); [claim 23] 
wherein the first and second sealing lips each have an arcuate shape and contact each 
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other within the hollow space when the window pane is in the open position (Fig. 6); 
[claims 24, 35] wherein the first and second molded parts are formed from fiber- 
reinforced poly(oxy-(2,6-dimethyl)- 1 ,4-phenylene) (PPE reinforced with various fibers is 
disclosed; Col. 7 Lines 14-39); [claims 25, 36, 40] wherein the first and second sealing 
elements are formed from ethylene/propylene-diene- copolymer or thermoplastic 
elastomer (EPDM and TPE are disclosed; Col. 6 Line 53 to Col. 7 Line 5); [claims 26, 
37, 41, 42] wherein the portions of the first and second molded parts that are attached 
to the respective first and second sealing elements are coated with styrene-butadiene- 
rubber (blends including SBR are disclosed; Col. 7 Lines 40-55); [claims 28, 39, 45, 46] 
wherein the first and second molded parts are positively locked together by the 
projection and the cutout (Col. 5 Lines 60-66). 

While it appears that the depth of the hollow space decreases between the first 
and second end and for the sake of expediting the prosecution of the application, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
decrease the depth of the hollow space between a first and a second end of the body, 
since the depth would have been an obvious matter of design choice, and the sealing 
strip would have functioned equally as well having any depth as well as allowing the 
space between the window pane and the sealing strip to function properly during 
opening and closing of the window pane. 

6. Claims 22, 27, 29-34, 38, 43 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Buchholz (U.S. Patent 6,260,906) in view of Kaye et al. 
(6,409,251). Buchholz discloses a sealing strip as set forth above, but does not 
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disclose wherein at least one of the first and second molded parts comprises a coated 
surface positioned to contact the window pane when the hollow space receives the 
portion of the window pane; and the coated surface is coated with an antifriction varnish 
or is flocked. 

Kaye et al. discloses a sealing strip wherein the surfaces which are contacted by 
the window pane are provided with friction resistant coatings (Col. 6 Line 65 to Col. 7 
Line 1 ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, to provide the sealing strip of Buchholz with the coatings of Kaye et al., in 
order to reduce resistance between the window pane and the sealing strip (see Kaye et 
al., Col. 6 Line 65 to Col. 7 Line 3). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent to Dupuy discloses a sealing strip similar to that of 
applicant's invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Keller whose telephone number is 571-270- 
5219. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J Allen Shriver can be reached on 571-272-6698. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M.J. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 4136 

/Jerry Redman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3634 



